New perspectives in the investigation of disorders of balance.
It is a common misconception that all disorders of balance can be attributed to derangements of the vestibular system. In fact spatial orientation is dependent upon the proper coordination of a number of sensory inputs and each of these is susceptible to damage by disease or injury. A variety of new tests is described which have as their aim the indentification of balance disorders resulting specifically from derangements of visual processing, proprioception and the neck reflexes. In addition, attention is given to the differential impairment of linear and circular vection and to the possible clinical application of vestibular evoked potentials.